
  
Loch Ken Ranger Service update for June ’22…. 
 
We received information early in the month, that chainsaws were being used on the east shore of the 
loch and I was asked if I would check the area for signs of damage. The following day, my wife Ebby 
and I were on patrol and called in to the area, where a group of campers showed us a small pile of 
firewood that they had sawn from a dead tree. They also showed us several bags of firewood that they 
had brought in with them. 
We could hear a chainsaw being used nearby and walked through to find a group of men sawing a 
fallen tree. On chatting with them, they claimed to have permission from a local farmer, which was 
later confirmed by the farmer. I was happy to see there were no signs of any living trees having been 
damaged and reported this back to the informant.    

Further in to the patrol, we were checking one of the 
Trust’s information cabinets on the west side, when 
a lady from a parked motorhome advised us of a 
disposable barbecue tray, partially eaten cans of food 
and litter left behind by a group of fishermen. The 
tray was still hot, so it’s good they didn’t drop it in 
to the lay-by wheelie bin, but I’m sure they could 
have poured the contents from one can to another 
and used the empty can to pour loch water on to the 
tray, cooling it sufficiently to dispose of it safely. 
 
In April I received a call from an army Major in 

Northern Ireland, who is part of the Field Hospital Reserve, querying the suitability of Loch Ken for a 
group of six canoes and six tents and they were given suitable advice. Things have been so busy 
since, I’d actually forgotten about their visit until I bumped into a group of people in a west shore lay-
by, carrying out a reconnaissance of the loch shore. As we chatted it became apparent that it was the 
same group of military reservist canoeists, consisting of medics, doctors and consultants. Later in the 
week, we had just finished at one of our education events and I spotted the group out on the loch, 
taking the opportunity to grab a few images of them. I’ve since been in touch and offered to send 
them the images.  



We completed our school events this month, most on the west side with the kind permission of the 
landowner, and two at the Galloway Activity Centre, allowing us to be more inclusive to a greater 
number of children. This also had the bonus of easing pressure on one single area of the loch. 
One event in the middle of the month tested the politeness of a group of Castle Douglas children, 
when I was standing in the shallows addressing the group and the stone I was standing on gave way ! 
Fortunately I spared my blushes and kept my balance without getting wet and only a few of the 
children admitted to finding it funny. None believed my protestations that I’d done it on purpose to 
demonstrate how dangerous the shore can be. 
 
Along with Mary, our outdoor educator, I have also 
been joined by Leanne, who initially offered to 
help Mary voluntarily with the schools and quite 
happily got mucked in, to the point where she took 
over the presentation of some of the water safety 
talks, quickly becoming a key participant in those 
events and saving my voice a little. 
 

 
The Inspiring Scotland award that funded these 
events also allowed the purchase of water dipping 
nets, trays and species identification sheets. Not 
all of our school groups got to use the equipment, 
but those that did were absolutely thrilled at 
finding so much life in the shallows. That opened 
up discussions on biodiversity, micro plastics and 
invasive species, in particular the enormous 
numbers of American Signal Crayfish that are so 
damaging to our waters. 
 

All of that fun learning did mean that the nets, sample trays and magnifiers had to be taken home each 
time, by a certain someone for a thorough clean and dry before it could all be put back in to storage. 

 



On another patrol on the west side, I spotted someone fishing on Kenmure Castle land, close to where 
the New Galloway Angling Association (NGAA) starts and had to inform a fisherman that he was 
fishing from a private area, where the Land Reform Act does not give rights of access to fish.  
Whilst there I got chatting with a seventy nine year old visitor from Lancs, who was with her younger 
brother. They were standing on the shore, reminiscing over their many family holidays as children at 
Loch Ken, telling me of the boathouse that used to stand at our location, with rails running to the 
water’s edge, as well as eating picnics on the shore and catching a steam train home from Mossdale.  
 
After the pleasure of listening to their stories, it was saddening to see yet another example of 
irresponsible fire lighting. I had previously noted a fire set against a living tree at the location 
recently, but someone has since set a bigger fire, causing far more damage. NGAA officials are aware 
and keeping an eye on the tree, in case its condition deteriorates sufficiently for it to be felled. Even 
more of a shame is that particular tree also holds commemorative plaques for a deceased fisherman. 

 
After another successful bid by Loch Ken Officer, Barney Fryer, for further Nature Scot funding, this 
month saw the job advert go out for a second seasonal ranger and we received a number of quality 
applications, amongst which was Leanne’s, from our school events. Leanne is a recreational user of 
Loch Ken and with living very local to it, she has seen the difference first hand that having a Ranger 
has made in the last year. After volunteering on the education events and also volunteering to go out 
on joint patrol to get an insight, she demonstrated that she had the required skills and I’m pleased that 
her application was successful. I believe Leanne’s skills will compliment my own, increasing what 
the Ranger Service can bring to Loch Ken and its communities and look forward to working with her. 
 
With the school holidays looming, it was important to begin Leanne’s training immediately and she 
has already proved to be a great asset to the team, hitting the ground running.  
 
A recent call to the Ranger Service alerted us to an illegal gill net containing 17 fish, which was 
removed from the water by a fisherman and handed over to us. That was reported to local police for 
investigation, but without a witness seeing who actually placed the net, the official enquiry wasn’t 
likely to get very far. I attended the land side of the incident myself and found a hastily abandoned 
camp, a makeshift chopping table and thousands of fish scales on the grass, indicating that the net had 
previously been emptied and a number of fish prepared for selling on. There were many carcasses of 
small crayfish too and I wouldn’t be surprised if the larger ones had been taken away to sell, which is 
another offence under Scottish law. 
The following week a second gill net was retrieved from the water in the same area. If such activity is 
not stopped, the fish stock will soon be devastated. 



We have been in recent 
communication with Police 
Scotland’s National Rural & 
Acquisitive Crime Unit, who 
happened to have their ‘SPARC’ 
(Scottish Partnership Against Rural 
Crime) liveried vehicle in the 
Stewartry. Leanne and I called in to 
the area that is being targeted and met 
with PC Graeme Scott, discussing 
several options to try to dissuade 
future travelling criminal activity. 
 
One piece of equipment missing from the Inspiring Scotland award was the canoe and I got a message 
that it was ready for collection, but that the company’s delivery van was off road with a defect and no 
idea of how long before it would be fixed. I tried canoe social media sites, on the off chance that 
someone might have been doing that journey and could help out, but I ended up collecting it myself. 

 
Over the past 12 months I have accrued a 
considerable amount of equipment, that has been 
stored at my home in Kirkcudbright. When it was 
just me, having the equipment away from the loch 
was fine, I just took what I needed with me on a 
daily basis.  
Now there are two rangers needing access to the 
equipment, it makes far more sense to have secure 
storage close to the loch and are looking for ideas.  

 
We have kindly been offered something that will 
suit, but only temporarily, so we are looking for a 
longer term solution.  
 
Bearing in mind the canoe is 16’ long, a good 
condition 20’ shipping container would be ideal 
and we have been offered somewhere to keep it, 
but they are expensive to buy.  
 
If you know of anyone that has one, but isn’t 
using it, could you please put them in touch with 
us. 
 
 


