
  
Loch Ken Ranger’s update for May ’22…. 
 
May started with me being joined by my wife Ebby on the first Sunday morning, for an early patrol 
that included us meeting up with Mary Smith, our outdoor educator, to do a risk assessment prior to 
this month’s school sessions commencing. 

On our way, we came across a car parked near a 
farm gate close to Balmaghie and could see 
someone fishing way off in the distance. I sent a  
message to the farmer to see if he had consented. 
He was heading down that way himself and was 
happy to deal with the matter himself.  
A little further north there was a further car 
parked on the roadside next to another field gate, 
where there have been access issues previously, 
and as we couldn’t immediately see anyone, 

thought it best to check lochside. We popped in for a quick check and found a lightweight tent 
erected, but the surrounding area was pretty much immaculate, with rubbish bagged, no motorised 
access, no signs of fishing, a folding toilet shovel, a supply of their own bagged wood and remnants 
of a tiny campfire behind a tarp. A perfect example of responsible access, allowed under the 
legislation, so we quietly left without disturbing the visitors. 
 
A couple of miles further along the road was an 
example of irresponsible camping, with tents set 
up in a corner of a parking area, where there were 
empty spirit bottles and rubbish strewn around. 
One of the occupants had obviously needed the 
loo during darkness and hadn’t realised they’d 
used the footpath out of the car park, with 
absolutely no attempt made to bury their waste 
and toilet tissue ! They were woken and asked to 
clear their mess up, with vehicle registration 
numbers being noted. 
 
After the recent hot and dry spell, the weather became decidedly cooler and wetter, with ground 
conditions changing too, so I took the opportunity to remove the extreme fire risk notices from the 
west side public information cabinets. Scottish Fire & Rescue Service recently provided us with a 
number of their latest water safety notices, which I laminated and placed in all four of our cabinets.  
A small tree had fallen and was overhanging the A762, which we promptly removed for safety. 



Ebby and I met up with Mary, where we risk assessed the lochside venue for the first education event, 
as well as checking the walking route in, the drop off point and minibus parking area. As the venue 
has been chosen to provide schoolchildren with as wild an experience as possible, but keeping them 
safe too, this is something that must be done the day prior to and on the morning of each event, 
especially as the walk in is via a working farm environment.  
 

There had been quite a bit of rain since my last visit 
and the water level had risen considerably, leaving 
us very little shoreline for the event. The recent rise 
in level also gave loch water life little time to move 
up the shore, which meant there would not be much 
to find on a planned netting, dipping and 
identification exercise, but we decided to go ahead 
with the event later in the month, hoping the level 
would drop slightly. 

 
I was contacted by PC Graeme Scott of Police Scotland’s National Rural & Acquisitive Crime Unit, 
requesting a brief meeting at the loch and I duly met with him and his Inspector, who had travelled 
down from Glasgow. After that initial meeting, it was decided that a further meeting with Trust 
Development Officer, Barney Fryer would be beneficial. As a result of the meetings, joint patrols 
have been agreed, for both on and off the water and Barney has forged a new working relationship.  
 
The recent community education events showed us that 
the small A4 size, roadside event signs were 
inadequate alongside moving traffic and we asked a 
local designer to have a look at designing and 
acquiring a pair of Ranger Service feather banners for 
future events. After agreeing the design, they quickly 
arrived and were given a ‘dry run’ in my garden, ahead 
of the first school event. 
 
That first school event went ahead as scheduled and 
was hailed a success, after we hosted a fantastic group  
of P4, 5 & 6 children from Crossmichael Primary School, who learned what responsible access and 
leaving no trace is all about. We covered fire safety and how litter is damaging to humans, the 
environment and can be lethal to wildlife.  

 



After drowning tragedies 
on other Scottish lochs, 
water safety is foremost in 
our minds, so we covered 
changing water levels due 
to weather conditions and 
hydro electric generation. 
We included what to do if 
they end up in the water 
accidentally, 
understanding cold water 
shock and how to get 
beyond the initial gasp 
reflex, shouting for help 
and floating to survive. My ears are still ringing from their practice shouts !!  We also chatted about 
not entering the water if a friend falls in, but to shout for help, encourage them to the side, try to reach 
with a branch or throw a rope or life ring. 

There was an area set up with mock litter and other items regularly 
found around the loch. The children went round placing ‘good’ or 
‘bad’ flags at various locations, opening up lots of discussion, 
before they armed themselves with gloves, litter pickers and bags 
for a safe clean up. 
 
There was a non-nature trail to 
follow, a true or false session and 
right at the end, the children were 
each asked to write one word that 
sums up Loch Ken for them. 
Mary compiled those in to a Loch 
Ken heart image. 
 
Early feedback from the school is that the children had an amazing 
time and talked all about the things they liked. When asked what 
they would change, the response was to be lochside for a longer 
time and they wished they’d taken packed lunches, rather than 
having to be back at school for lunch. 

 
The second event unfortunately had to be postponed due to weather after the day prior risk assessment 
found the approach to be deep mud, with heavy rain forecast for the whole of the event.  
 
We received notification that the lightweight Trust canoe is starting its journey to the UK and in 
anticipation of it being used officially on the loch by either the Ranger Service or the Trust, it was 
deemed appropriate to arrange some formal training. I was joined by Trustee Kate Adamson and 
Barney Fryer on a one day canoe course, where we learned the basics of rigging a canoe, paddling 



and poling in still and moving water, as well as rescuing after a capsize. It may have been pure skill 
that we all managed to stay the correct way up, or possibly a wee bit of canoeing beginner’s luck. 
This training is to be followed soon by an accredited Foundation Safety & Rescue Training course. 

 
Like many of our loch visitors, we launched at the public slipway at 
Boat O’Rhone lay-by, where it was identified last season that the 
signage alerting the public to the presence of the High Speed Zone 
and how to safely negotiate the zone while swimming or using non 
motorised craft, was inadequate.  
We were given the opportunity to see the new, more visible and better 
worded signs, designed and erected by the Boat Registration Team 
and it’s brilliant to hear that the signs are already having an impact on 
reducing the number of accidental intrusions in to the High Speed 
Zone, reducing the risk of water skiers hitting another water user. 
 

I joined Elizabeth 
Tindal, Freelance 
Dark Sky Ranger at 
GAC on the last 
Monday evening, 
where she held a rocket building class with Dalry 
schoolchildren, working through from designing 
simple air blown straw launchers, to more complex 
chemical reaction launchers and finishing with even 
more powerful track pump powered water bottles.  
 

The dreich weather and midge intrusion cut the evening short, but hopefully the event was a valuable 
learning experience for many of the children. 
 



The last day of the month had been put aside for a joint patrol with the Police National Rural & 
Acquisitive Crime Unit, but this had to be postponed at short notice, leaving me the time to have a 
drive round the loch by myself.  

 
The loch was fairly quiet, with a bit of tidying up to do 
in Parton lay-by, of the usual takeaway coffee cups, pop 
bottles and food wrappers, as well on this occasion, a 
pile of used face masks. 
 
A quick check of Boat O’Rhone lay-by and the public 
slipway found it to be very tidy and being visited by a 
German tourist in his motorhome. He was very 
complimentary of how beautiful and clean Loch Ken 
was, which is the type of feedback I love to hear. 

 
A cursory check of the rest of lay-bys and verges on the east side was all that was needed to see they 
were clean and tidy, as were most of the grass verges. 
 
Travelling back down the west side, there 
were very few visitors around, a couple in a 
motorhome and a small group of fishermen. 
As I drove towards Mossdale, something 
unusual caught my eye, through the trees in 
one of the lay-bys and I turned round for a 
closer look, finding that someone had 
flytipped a pair of old mattresses and other 
rubbish alongside the litter bin. It brought 
back a memory of recently reading in a 
local paper that flytipping fines are going to 
be raised. I also hope the ‘powers that be’ 
simplify the legislation around authorities 
putting up CCTV in such locations. 
 
I later sent an email through to D&G Council, alerting them to the flytipping. 

 
A bit further south, I 
parked up and took a 
walk through a private 
area of lochside, where 
there have been several 
breaches of access in the 
past, but a few rumbles 
of thunder and 
approaching dark clouds 
hastened my return to 
the car, not wanting to 
be caught under trees in 
an electrical storm. 



 
 
 


