
  
Loch Ken Trust Ranger’s update for March ’22…. 
 

Early in the month I was informed by one 
of New Galloway Angling Association’s 
bailiffs, that they’d removed an arrow 
from an area of their bank for safe 
keeping. It was laid amongst items of 
fishing equipment, but the people fishing 
there denied any knowledge of it, stating 
it was already there when they turned up. 
The presence of the arrow itself may be 
from legitimate use, but endangering 
others or killing some wildlife isn’t legal. 
To prevent being asked to leave, a small 
minority of our visitors will often start 
drinking alcohol as soon as they turn up 
and the thought of someone inebriated 
firing weapons of any sort is rather 
disconcerting, especially after finding 
these holed paper targets and beer cans 
last year. 

 
Much of March was taken up with preparation and delivery of four community education events, that 
had been funded by Inspiring Scotland. Their funding allowed us to bring in Freelance and Dark Sky 

Ranger, Elizabeth Tindal, who has been brilliant 
throughout, coming up with ideas for the two pilot 
‘Leave No Trace’ events.  
 
We sought permission from a couple of landowners 
to set up mock dirty camping areas on their land and 
visitors were asked to place ‘good’ or ‘bad’ flags 
alongside everything they found. This opened up 
lots of discussion points around such topics as water 
safety, fire safety, toilets in the wild and taking 
everything away with you. 



At all four events, before and after evaluations 
were carried out, to check the level of visitor’s 
knowledge and without exception, everyone 
indicated that their knowledge was improved by 
their experiences. 

It was not just the visitors that learned something. 
The leave no trace events especially, were aimed 
at the Trust and Ranger Service picking up enough 
experience to hold similar events in future.  
We were helped out by volunteers, Trustee Kate 

Adamson and my wife Ebby, and we all feel better equipped for the future. 
Later in the week, Elizabeth held two ‘Darkness & Stars’ events and we were blessed with fine 
weather and reasonably clear skies. Visitors learned lots about solar system, different cultures’ 
interpretation of constellations and each evening saw a fly past of the International Space Station, 
with a reminder that there are 8 people currently living aboard that tiny bright speck of light. 

 
Local videographer, Stew 
Gibson was at each event 
and is currently in the 
process of putting together 
footage and still images, 
which are intended to be 
used as an educational 
resource for the Trust, for 
many years to come. 
 
 



On a social kayak paddle on the loch this 
month, our small group spotted a lifebuoy 
cabinet and life ring that had been swept 
downstream at some point during the winter 
floods and had become entangled at the 
water’s edge of one of the RSPB reserves.  
 
After a short enquiry, the owner was identified 
and I was able to make good use of a new set 
of chest waders this week, walking in from the 
road and managing to retrieve the lifesaving 
equipment, successfully reuniting it with its 
owner. 

 
 
 
 

 
After the success of the four community events this month, efforts to take our educational sessions in 
to local schools is taking a little longer to organise, which is very understandable considering 
previously planned school timetables, on top of staffing issues caused by Covid. 
 
Our outdoor educator Mary Smith is liaising with the schools on our behalf and making brilliant 
progress on that front. She has already come up with some fantastic and exciting ideas, which early 
responses from some schools, suggests they’re very much in favour of being involved. I’m hoping to 
be in a position to update further in the near future. 


