
  
Loch Ken Trust Ranger’s update for April ’22…. 
 
This month turned out to have a bit of a media theme to it, starting out with being joined by a team 
from ITV’s Border Life at the public slipway, where I usually launch my kayak for island visits. From 
there we called in at the Loch Ken Marina, where my colleague Matt explained how he looks after the 
water side of things and after lunch we headed round to the west side of the loch, where the team 
chatted with Trust members and intrepid open water swimmers, Helen and Dawn.    

 
Whilst on the west side, I took the opportunity to 
put up our ‘High’ fire hazard warning signs in the 
Trust’s information cabinets.  

Later in the month, after 
an email warning was  
received from the Scottish 
Fire & Rescue Service, the 
signs were changed over 
to ‘Extreme’ and remained 
at that raised level until 
we got enough substantial 
rain to dampen down the 

                                                                 crisp and tinder                       
            .                                     undergrowth. 
 
 



My next weekend patrol, again saw me driving down the west side of the loch, where I spotted the 
wake from a boat, heading away from an area of private land that has been abused by dirty campers in 
the past.  

I parked up and walked in, finding that a group of 
fishermen had accessed the land from a motor 
boat, noting that there were two tents, one large, 
one small and two fire circles, loaded with 
kindling and green wood. There were six fishing 
rods on rests at the water’s edge and all had active 
lines out, none of which were being directly 
monitored. At that point it appeared there was no 
one around and it was only as I walked in to the 
camp, I found the only occupant, who was inside 
the larger tent, preparing himself a sandwich. The 
others had left by boat to go for provisions. 

 
I introduced myself and explained that the Land 
Reform Act did not allow motorised access on to 
such private areas, nor did it allow fishing and I 
told the gentleman that without the required 
permission, he needed to leave the land, starting 
with reeling all six fishing lines in. He did this 
without issue and told me he wasn’t aware that 
they couldn’t camp where they liked. 

 
As I looked around, it became apparent that that 
there was considerably more wrong than just the 
motorised access and the fishing. There was a 
petrol chainsaw on the ground, a plastic fuel 
container nearby and several freshly sawn green 
wood logs. There were several living trees with 
signs of recent chainsaw damage and fresh 
sawdust under them. There was a home made cray 
fish trap at the water’s edge, with a fairly fresh 

dead bait, although I was told this was nothing to 
do with the group. Scottish Law makes the 
trapping of crayfish illegal. 
 
As I was about to leave, out of the corner of my 
eye, I spotted a Canada goose, nesting at the base 
of a large tree and asked if it was there when 
they arrived. The gentleman said it was fine, they 
had been feeding it bread. It looked petrified and 
then I spotted its mate, out on the water nearby, 
paddling round in rapid circles, obviously 
distressed at not being able to guard his mate. 



The smaller of the tents had been pitched only a few feet from the nest and a neat pile of metal tent 
pegs placed within a few inches of it. 
 
As a result of there being so many things wrong with this site, including motorised access without 
permission, fishing without permission, disturbance of nesting wildlife, the illegal crayfish trap, 
criminal damage and destroying living trees, I had to report the matter to both Police Scotland and the 
landowner, who has since passed on her thanks for the timely intervention. 
 
I later met with the Police at the location and released an account, with several images on the Trust’s 
social media page, which understandably generated a great deal of public interest, some of which 
queried why I was not prosecuting the fishermen. Neither I, nor the Loch Ken Trust have the power to 
prosecute anyone. We can only report wrongdoings to the relevant authorities and landowners, who 
will in turn make their own decisions on prosecutions, based on the willingness of an injured party to 
complain and getting involved with the legal process, as well as the strength of evidence. 
 
I have regularly revisited the site and halfway through the month the goose was still on its nest and 
there looked to have been no further disturbance. 

Elsewhere on the Loch there are signs of flytipping 
starting up again, with a couple of empty 
hypochlorite chemical drums appearing in Parton 
lay-by.  
Boat O’Rhone lay-by occasionally gets bits of litter 
dropped in it, but while in there picking a few bits of 
litter up, I was surprised to find pipe insulation and 
conduit in the drainage dyke. It looked old, so may 
have been there a while and only appeared with the 
undergrowth dying back, or it may be recently 
dumped. 

 
Easter weekend saw a very well attended fishing 
competition running, with NGAA and Glenlaggan 
looking full as I drove past.  

 
The same weekend also saw my wife Ebby and I 
qualifying from a two day, outdoor emergency first 
aid course, which is an essential skill that we hope 
never to have to use for real on our patrols. 
 

 
While on the course I received a complaint of yet another motorised boat having accessed land at the 
north of the loch, with the owner camped in a sensitive area for a few days and having a campfire 



burning. I spotted the boat and camp from the A713 on passing, but wasn’t in a position to deal with it 
myself. After identifying the boat from its registration number a request was made for the owner to be 
reminded that such motorised access is not allowed by the Land Reform Act.  
 
I have since been made aware of yet another similar breach of the Act, where a landowner further 
south on the loch has suffered verbal abuse from fishermen mooring up, camping, chopping trees for 
firewood and fishing from their land without permission. I’ve asked the landowner to notify me of 
any similar future incidents and hopefully I will be able to attend and deal. 
 
While out on the loch for a social paddle, by chance, I met a lady rower that told me of a large heavy 
duty, wooden gatepost wrapped in barbed wire, floating further north of where we were. I soon 
located it and confirmed it was trailing barbed wire, but due to the water colour, I couldn’t tell how 

much there was. It being a large diameter post 
and approximately 8 feet long, it was 
obviously too big and heavy to deal with from 
the kayak.  
I alerted several of the water based businesses 
along the loch, of a dangerous hazard floating 
around and got permission from a couple of 
landowners to drive in and check along their 
shorelines that week. 
At the second day of looking, I located the post 
a good distance from the shore, so readied 
myself with chest waders, buoyancy aid, throw  
line and a long walking staff for checking the 
depth, but as I was getting ready I heard a 

noise on the other side of the fence. On looking up, my eyes met those of two ton of bull, who didn’t 
seem very happy at me disturbing his afternoon peace. Following the fence line, I realised his field 
was open to the loch shore where I was planning on working. 
 
I thought it prudent to make a 
quick phonecall to the farmer, 
checking the bull’s temperament 
before going anywhere near him 
and was advised not to wind him 
up. Basically, if he walks away 
he’s fine, if he doesn’t, you’re not 
!!  As beautiful as he was, I have to 
admit to an overwhelming sense of 
relief when he wandered off, but 
regular over the shoulder checks 
were put in as I waded out, 
wondering if I could really 
outswim a bull.  



I waded as deep as I could get and even with 
a throw rope, the post proved to be too 
distant, so once back ashore I rang the Loch 
Ken Marina to see if they could help. The 
marina brought their patrol boat up that 
evening and fortunately succeeded where 
my land based efforts had failed, sending me 
an image of the post safely out of the water. 

 
I let the relevant loch businesses know that the 
hazard was out of the water, as they were all keeping 
an eye out for it, fearing a water ski boat or skier 
may hit it, or a paddler or an open water swimmer 
get tangled in the barbed wire. 
That week ended with an informal lochside water 
safety meeting, with a team from Scottish Fire & 
Rescue, looking at preliminary ideas on how best to 
protect water users around the loch.  
From there I travelled across to carry out a welfare 
check on the Canada goose mentioned earlier, 
finding the nest empty and spotting five new arrivals 
heading out from the shore, with mum and dad.  

 
So from starting this update with TV media filming 
and social media posts, with fence posts in between, 
I’ll end it with more media, a BBC Radio Scotland 
interview, that went out as a very short piece after 
answering many questions on responsible access and 
the coming tourist season. 
 
The answers to those questions made it on to an online 
BBC News article the following day and can be found 
by clicking the below link or typing….. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8898yv7d10o 



 


